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AUGUST 27, 1968 10:00 A.M. 

SUBJECT: CZECH- SOVIET COMMUNIQUE AND GENERAL SITUATION 

THE CZECH- SOVIET COMMUNIQUE HAS JUST BEEN PUBLISHED IN 
MOSCOW. IT CALLS FOR THE GRADUAL WITHDRAWAL gF OCCUPYING 
TROOPS -- AS THE SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY IS NORMALIZED. 

SOVIET TROOPS ARE NOT TO INTERFERE IN INTERNAL AFFA IR S 
(AND APPARENTLY ARE WITHDRAWING FROM THE CENTER OF PRAGUE). 

THE COMMUNIQUE ALSO SAID CZECH LEADERS HAD £^ LA J5J£? mT ct* 

THEY WERE STRENGTHENING THE LEADING ROLE OF THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY AND SOCIALIST INSTITUTIONS IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA. WHIU. 

THIS IS NOT EXPLICIT, WHAT IS PROBABLY REFERRED TO IS A CZECH 
ASSURANCE THAT NON-COMMUNIST PARTIES WILL NOT BE ALLOWED 
TO MOVE OUT ON TO THE POLITICAL SCENE. INDICATIONS ARE i HAT 
THE CZECHS HAVE AGREED TO IMPOSE SOME SORT OF CENSORSHIP 
TO PROTECT THE WARSAW PACT ALLIES FROM ATTACK AND THE PUBLICATION) 
OF UNPALATABLE TRUTHS. CZECHOSLOVAKIA REMAINS COMMITTED TO 
THE WARSAW PACT, THE EAST-BLOC ECONOMIC SYSTEM AND THE 
GENERAL LINES OF SOVIET FOREIGN POLICY — PARTICULARLY AS 
REGARDS BONN. 
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IN RETURN, THE SOVIETS HAVE ACCEPTED THE CONTINUANCE IN OFETrr 
OP DUBCEK, CERNIK, SMRKOVSKY AND APPARENTLY EVEN CISAR TO AfrFPT 
THESE MEN, BRANDED ONLY DAYS AGO AS TRAITORS TO COMMUNISM 1 E 
REPRESENTS A PAINFUL BACK-DOWN. CZECHOSLOVAKIA* S ^OGRESSIVE 

ACTION PROGRAM IS TO GO FORWARD AND IN MOST AREAS HER ClffzENS* 
NEL J LY WON FREEDOMS CONTINUE. HtK CITIZENS 

EXAMPLE^THE ^PART Y^NEVSPAPER J^RUDE TOAVO^HaPaPPEARED UNDER THE 
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THERE WILL ALMOST CERTAINLT BE A DRIVE BY THE CONSERVATIVES 
RESTORE H THE ll DELICAT? 0 Bl! < ?u?? D n s ELrING 0N S0VIET SUPPORT— TO 

as ss -«™"SimE c . Es 

tttr WILL BE TRYING TO BUCK ALMOST UNIVERSAL POPULAR SENTIMENT. 
THE 1 Soi?r?fnfl;r'‘S;:, N , 0 l “^STANDING THE COMM UN IQUE— WHETHER 

SSMISSk ntght. 
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to R Semand°that the J rE!ssian| E SSct go D ?? v !2 nment were determined 
2SL3K" IALKS ^seen^the Prussians and^czechs^vill^be 

VEHY DIFFICULT^TO^VAL^ IT HAS ELEMENTS 

IS THAT CZECH DETERM INATTfiM THE re «ARKABLE THING 

A REAL COMPROMISE. * 0URAGE AND INGENUITY HAVE PRODUCED 
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